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Present Simple vs Past Simple 

Az egyszerű jelen és az egyszerű múlt idő  

Present Simple 

Positive 

sentences 

Base form 
(az ige 1. alakja) 

I work in a fast food restaurant. 

 

Negative 

sentences 

Do/does+not 

I don’t work in a fast food 

restaurant. 

Questions Do/does+Alany 

Where do you work?  

Do you work here? 

 

Past Simple 

Positive 

sentences 

Past form 

(az ige 2.alakja) 

I worked in a fast food 

restaurant last summer. 

Negative 

sentences 

Did+not 

I didn’t work last summer. 

  

Questions Did+Alany 

Where did you work last 

summer? 

Did you work in a restaurant? 
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Past forms/A múlt idejű alakok 

Regular forms 
Szabályos 

work worked 

need needed 

stop stopped 

beg begged 

study studied 

cry cried 

Irregular forms 
Rendhagyó 

begin began 

go went 

feel felt 

put put 

think thought 

spend spent 
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Past Tense – Spelling, Pronunciation 

Helyesírás és kiejtés 

 start – started 

play – played 

 live – lived 

like – liked 

 stop – stopped 

plan – planned 

 hurry – hurried 

tidy – tidied 

 

 /d/ 

arrived 

studied 

 /t/ 

kissed 

helped 

 /id/ 

visited 

ended 
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They do the same things every day. 

What did they do yesterday? 

Their daily routine 

 

Sean and Nick don’t work any 

more.  

They don’t sleep too much so 

they get up at 5, have breakfast, 

get ready and they meet in a 

pub or in the park.  

They play chess, talk about old 

days, drink beer and relax after 

lunch.  

In the afternoon they go to their 

club, watch TV in the evening 

and go to bed early.  
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Past tense of ‘be’ 
A „lenni” ige (létige) múlt ideje 

Positive 

sentences 

Negative 

sentences 

Questions 

…was… 

…were… 

…wasn’t… 

…weren’t… 

…was she…? 

…were you…? 

I was glad to 

see you at the 

party yesterday. 

You were really 

pretty. 

I wasn’t happy 

with my grades. 

The teachers 

weren’t 

objective. 

Why was she 

so angry 

yesterday? 

Were you rude 

to her? 
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Where were you last summer? 

What was it like? Think of the weather, the buildings, the 

people, the programmes and the prices. 

•lovely 

•amazing 

•fantastic 

•absolutely    

beautiful 

•interesting 

•exciting 

•cultural 

•modern 

•old 

•mysterious 

•ancient 

•boring 

•tiring 

•very hot 

•expensive 

•cheap 
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Use/ Használat, jelentés 

Múltban lezajlott, konkrét időponthoz vagy 
időszakhoz kötődő események. 

 When I was younger I watched TV all the 
time. 

 I didn’t go to school yesterday. I was in bed 
with flu. 

 Egymást követő események. 

 Last night I  had dinner, watched TV, then I 
went to bed. 

 After I got better, I went back to school. 
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Yesterday you had a busy afternoon. Tell me about it. Start 

as follows: ‘First I…, then I…’ 

•eat 

•cookies 

•go swimming 

•sunbathe 

•have a nice tan 

•have something 

 to drink 

•go and see 

 the dentist 

•check my teeth 

•go to drama class 

•play Hamlet 
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Time expressions 

1. yesterday, last…, …ago 

2. at 2 o’clock/ noon/ midday/ night/ 

midnight/ weekend/ Christmas 

3. in the morning/ afternoon/ evening  

4. in 1990/ winter/ December 

5. on Monday/ 15th of May 

6. then, after, afterwards, when…   
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Past tenses/ A múlt idők rendszere 

Past Simple Past Perfect 

worked had worked 

didn’t work hadn’t worked 

did he/she work?  had he/she worked? 

Progressive/ Continuous 

was/were working had been working 

wasn’t/weren’t working hadn’t been working 

was she/ were you 

working? 

had she/he been 

working? 

Erdélyi Ágota, 2010 



Past Tenses 

1. When I got home, my mother made dinner for 
me. 

2. When I got home, my mother was making 
dinner for me. 

3. While I was cleaning up, my mother was 
making dinner. 

4. When/By the time I got home, my mother had 
made dinner for me. 

5. When I got home, my mother had been 
cooking for more than two hours. 
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Past Simple vs Continuous 

What were you doing when… 

…you almost fell and 

hurt yourself? 

 

And what did you do after 

that? 

…you saw the mouse 

on the skull? 

 

And what did you do after 

that? 

Erdélyi Ágota, 2010 



Past Simple vs Continuous and Perfect  

What were you doing while 

lying in the sun? 

How long had you been 

lying in the sun when you 

left the pool? 

What were you doing while 

the dentist was checking 

your teeth? 

How many of your teeth had 

she filled by the time you 

had to leave?   
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